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The International Study of Arctic Change is an internationally supported 

program of arctic environmental change research with the overall objective of 
providing timely, relevant and accessible information for responding to rapid arctic 
change. ISAC works to enable the research community to transcend national 
limitations and to enhance arctic research within an international framework. 
Recent and continuing changes across all components of the Arctic System are 
having significant impacts on the natural, the human, and the built environment; 
and these changes are influencing domestic policies and international relations. 
Future system states are uncertain and the lack of predictability hinders efforts to 
develop strategies for adapting to and managing a changing Arctic. ISAC provides 
an overarching framework to integrate diverse programs and projects with the 
common goals of observing, understanding and responding to arctic 
environmental change. The ISAC Science Plan provides a vision for integrating 
research among diverse fields and varied users and stakeholders. This paper 
focusses the implementation of ISAC, including responding to change initiatives 
and the inaugural 2013 Arctic Observing Summit, which aims to provide 
community-driven, science-based guidance for the design, implementation, 
coordination and sustained long-term (decades) operation of an international 
network of arctic observing systems within the framework of the Sustaining Arctic 
Observing Networks (SAON) initiative. 
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